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(The book is not extant, but is quoted by the great al-Imam al-Bukhari.) Aisha al-Ansaari is quoted as saying that al-Shatibi was
very well educated in his youth, as well as an expert in the fields of theology, law and the Qur'an. Struggles for the Imamate On

the death of Sultan Abu'l-Faraj in 1176, al-Shatibi's cousin al-Mustansir as-Salih came to power. But due to his nature, al-
Shatibi was not very pleased with the newly found monarch. He was greatly depressed in the first few years of his reign. Upon

the accession of the second sultan, al-Mansur, al-Shatibi remained aloof and unwilling to be present in court. Due to his
negligence in the office of wali, his authority was stripped. He was forced to leave Baghdad in July 1191. He then moved to
Basra, and from there to Baghdad again. From there he made for Mecca, where he was arrested and sentenced to death. On

appeal, the decision was commuted to banishment for life. Al-Shatibi settled in Syria, in the city of Homs. However, in 1203, he
was exiled to Egypt. At first, he lived in Cairo, but he was forced to leave Egypt because of renewed troubles between the

Almohad Caliph, Caliph Abou-el Hassan, and the Mongol-backed Sultan Abu Yusuf Ya'qub. During this time, he gave sermons
in Egypt, Syria and Iraq. As he was close to the Almohad Caliph in Cairo, al-Shatibi was able to make powerful allies among the
Almohad princes. As a result, he was able to return to the court of Abou Yusuf in 1208. He was appointed as a commander of

the frontier of al-Quneitra. In 1216 he was made wali of Damascus. However, he was not happy in this position, and in 1218, he
moved to al-Hasa, in the northwestern province of Syria. Here, he built his school (Madrasah al-Shatibiya) in the grounds of his
mansion. The school was founded and established in the year 1216. In 1220 he was made wali of Syria. In spite of his political
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